NEWS RELEASE

Golf Vacations at Holiday Valley Resort
A Place the Whole Family Will Love

Ellicottville, NY, May11, 2009 . . . Anyone who has enjoyed the excitement of skiing or snowboarding at Holiday Valley in Ellicottville, New York will find summer a delightful change of pace.  The snowy slopes give way to a lush 18-hole golf course, the newly redesigned “Double Black Diamond”.  This 18-hole par 70 course has well placed and unique hazards, immaculate greens and bent grass fairways as well as a friendly and casual atmosphere. 
You can’t beat the character of Ellicottville for entertainment off the course.  The Village is the center of a wide range of social activities with a mouth watering blend of fine restaurants, interesting shops and night life.  Ellicottville also plays host to several weekend music and arts festivals, and sporting events through the spring, summer and fall.

GOLF AT HOLIDAY VALLEY

The 18-hole par 70 Double Black Diamond golf course is challenging and well maintained with breathtaking scenery from every hole.  The entire course has been redesigned over the past five years with the addition of many new tees and bunkers (including several challenging sod wall bunkers), relocated and improved ponds, and other elements that make the course more interesting, more fun and more playable.

The course is a pleasing blend of mountain and flat terrain.  The relatively level front nine plays longer and is built around a series of ponds and bunkers.  The back nine winds its way through the base of the mountains and provides spectacular views.  The fairways are well manicured and narrow and this nine provides a very stern test of golf.  Holiday Valley has the best bent grass greens in Western New York.  The greens are carefully manicured to provide a true putting surface.

The course measures 6,500 yards, but plays the equivalent of a much longer course.  The combination of well-watered fairways and variations in terrain extends the 18 holes and makes play more challenging.  The slope from the double black diamond tees is 126, black is 121, blue 115 and green 118.

GOLF PACKAGES

Holiday Valley offers two and three day golf packages with accommodations at either the course-side Inn at Holiday Valley or one of the many condominiums or townhouses in the Ellicottville area.  The award-winning Inn at Holiday Valley is a comfortably elegant experience and features an indoor / outdoor heated pool, an outdoor hot tub, a cedar sauna and an exercise room.  Sunrise Massage Therapy is on call to ease tired muscles after a day on the links.  Golf packages include golf, power cart, accommodations, arrival gift, club cleaning and storage with add-ons like spa treatments, additional golf or meals.  Week-long stays at the nearby condominiums are very attractively priced.

The Golf Shop at Holiday Valley has the area’s largest selection of shoes, balls, clubs, bags, clothing for men and women and golf accessories. 

Need some help with your swing?  Enroll in the nationally acclaimed Mel Sole-Phil Ritson Golf school and immerse yourself in three days of living and breathing golf at their extensive driving range / practice facility.  This is the sixth season that Holiday Valley is offering the Phil Ritson - Mel Sole Golf School.  The school is consistently named by Golf Magazine as one of the top five golf schools in Canada and the US for improving the games of beginners, as well as experienced golfers.  Pro, Pat Hoffman leads students through goal setting, discussions on the “mental” aspects of the game, full swing, chipping and putting practice, and extensive video analysis. 

In addition to the golf course, visitors can enjoy fine dining at Founders Restaurant and gourmet coffee and baked goods at McCarty Cafe.  Holiday Valley offers first- class meeting facilities with a unique variety of meeting areas for up to 500 guests.  Mountain biking in the area is a thrilling experience with many miles of singletrack and open trails through the woods and mountains. 

Kids love being outdoors at Holiday Valley.  From mountain biking to swimming, to just running barefoot in the grass, children and their parents can truly relax in the country setting.  A fully licensed Day Care Center operates Monday through Friday.  A Junior Golf Camp for ages 8 to 18 will be held from July 7th to 9th.  The annual Children First Festival in Ellicottville is scheduled on August 15th and 16th. 

ELLICOTTVILLE AND NEARBY

The small town flavor of nearby Ellicottville is carefully and lovingly preserved in its historic homes and buildings.  An incredible concentration of unique restaurants and shops line its main streets making a summer or fall visit to Holiday Valley enjoyable to all.  Several events are scheduled throughout the season in Ellicottville.  The Summer Festival, July 3rd to 5th, will feature the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra and Three Dog Night performing on the slopes of Holiday Valley.  The Folk Art and Music Fair, July 18th and 19th is a family celebration of hand crafts of days gone by and bluegrass and folk music.  The Jazz Festival, August 1st and 2nd brings live jazz to the many bars and restaurants in town.  The many fine restaurants in the Village present The Taste of Ellicottville on August 8th and 9th.  Rock and Roll lives on at the Rock n’ Oldies Weekend, September 18th to 20th.  And the granddaddy event all, the Ellicottville Fall Festival, will be held on October 10th and 11th. 

Holiday Valley is central to many unique summer attractions and activities of the region.  Explore the grounds of the Griffis Outdoor Sculpture Park in nearby Ashford Hollow to see and touch the unbelievable collection of giant metal sculptures in a natural setting.  Go horseback riding at any of the nearby stables.  Visit the nearby Amish community where these gentle folk welcome you into their shops and homes to purchase quilts, furniture, toys and baked goods.  The Seneca Iroquois National Museum and the Seneca Allegany Casino are located in neighboring Salamanca.  Allegany State Park is a 20-minute drive from Holiday Valley.  It offers excellent mountain biking, hiking trails and spectacular scenery.  Take a drive through the countryside and you will find antique shops, barns and co-ops galore. 

Information on Holiday Valley is available at www.holidayvalley.com or by calling 716-699-2345.  Holiday Valley is located on Route 219 in Ellicottville, New York, just three hours south of Toronto.
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