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Spring Events at Holiday Valley

Sunshine and Soft Snow Leads to Zany Fun at Holiday Valley!

(Ellicottville, NY, March 11, 2009…) Springtime at Holiday Valley is the season for crazy events and fun for all. Close to 20 feet of snow fell this winter and that was supplemented by excellent conditions for making snow in January and February. The result is a thick base of snow, up to 8 feet in depth, which will last well into April. Now that the weather is milder and sunshine is likely, Holiday Valley has several events planned to entertain skiers, riders and spectators through the spring ski season.
Winter Carnival is scheduled for March 14 and 15. All of the favorite events are back and better than ever, including Saturday’s Kid's Scavenger Hunt, Snow Pony Races and Cardboard Box Race and Sunday’s Costume Parade and Dummy Downhill. Most of the events are free to enter (or a minimal charge) and spectators are welcome.
Parties, cookouts and entertainment take place throughout the weekend, featuring Sunday morning’s Ski Patrol pancake breakfast, the Mountain Crew's giant Snowbar at the base of Yodeler and dancing to the Davy Z Project band on Saturday afternoon. Proceeds from the Snowbar benefit several local charities and youth programs.
The Mardi Gras Parade in Ellicottville at 6:30 PM on Saturday is a highlight of weekend. The finale of the parade is a grand torchlight parade and fireworks exhibition visible from the downtown area.
Holiday Valley lift attendants and staff have created snow sculptures and decorated their departments to the delight of the guests. 

The Holiday Valley Snowmaking Crew invites snowmakers from the region to the annual Guns ‘n Hoses Race and Party on Saturday, March 21. Snowmakers must ski through race gates while carrying the snowmaking hoses, and then hook them up to snowguns at the base of the course. It is a great way for these hardworking men and women to celebrate the season, and the event raises funds for Mercy Flight Emergency Helicopter Services.
The Quarter Pipe Competition takes place on March 21 from 10AM to 2PM. Winter Carnival’s Snowbar at the base of Yodeler is transformed into a giant quarter pipe. Riders and skiers compete for prizes by doing spectacular tricks as they air above the pipe.
The Northwind Super G on March 22 is a race open to all skiers and riders. A Super G course is set on Northwind, and the fastest time wins. A radar gun is used to clock the speed of each racer at the fastest spot on the course. This event takes place from 9 AM to 2 PM.
The annual Pond Skimming Spring Party on March 28 is day of fun that includes the Bump or Burn Dual Mogul Competition starting at 9:30, the Pond Skimming competition starting at 1:00, the Great Ellicottville Chili Cookoff, a fantastic auction to benefit the Ellicottville Library and live music from everyone’s favorite band, the Party Squad. The events all take place on the Yodeler slope and the Yodeler Lodge.
Some of the auction items include: a Grand Opening ski and lodging package at the new Tamarack Club at Holiday Valley, an overnight package at the luxurious Niagara Falls Hilton, a family lodging package at the Great Wolf Lodge Waterpark in Niagara Falls, a very special Holiday Valley Golf Package and more.
Ten of Ellicottville's finest restaurants will be whipping up their best batches of chili for this first-time-ever friendly competition. Samples will be available from Founders at Holiday Valley, Ellicottville Brewing Company, Balloons, the Silver Fox, Dina's, the Birdwalk, the Barn, and the Double Diamond from11:30 to 2:00.
Shop Wars is an invitational slopestyle contest for the area’s best skiers and snowboarders. Shop Wars will take place at Holiday Valley’s 42/78 Park on Foxfire from 10AM to 2PM on March 29.
The Slush Cup Slalom on April 4-5 is a USSA sanctioned slalom race. Racers from all over the East coast will compete to better their standings in USSA competition. Several up and coming racers have competed in past years, including Ted Ligety and Lindsey Kildow Vonn. It is an exciting competition to watch from the base of Edelweiss slope.
The Corduroy 8’s on April 11 is a new event that will wrap up the spring ski season. Teams of 2 will “compete” to lay down the best, most symmetrical tracks on groomed corduroy snow. The event will most likely take place on Yodeler. April 11 is also the target opening date of the front nine of Holiday Valley’s Double Black Diamond Golf Course. (The back nine will still be snow covered!)
The Spring Park Session takes place on Foxfire (weather permitting) a week after the ski season ends on April 18. Snowboarders and Freeriders will hike the park to ride special features set up for the day and take part in a fun competition.  
-30-
