NEWS RELEASE

The Sparkling New Double Black Diamond Course
at Holiday Valley Resort
Ellicottville, NY…May 11, 2009 . . . The Double Black Diamond is the completely renovated and redesigned 18-hole golf course located at Holiday Valley Resort in Ellicottville.  “Holiday Valley has the reputation as the finest ski resort in the region.  With this new course, we are able to say we’re the finest year-round resort in the region”, said Dennis Eshbaugh, Holiday Valley’s President and General Manager. The Double Black Diamond has been nominated by Golf Digest for best golf course redesign of the year for 2009.
The original nine holes, designed by golf course architect Russ Tryon, opened in 1962.  The second nine, also designed by Tryon, opened in 1987.  In 2004, the resort began planning a total renovation with the idea of emphasizing the best features of the 41-year-old course.  Golf Course Architect, Paul Albanese of Albanese and Lutzke was chosen for his fresh, innovative ideas and his experience at creating successful projects throughout the country.  Drawing on the association with Holiday Valley’s ski slopes, Albanese suggested naming the new course the Double Black Diamond.  Albanese plan was to add many new tees, new bunkers (including several challenging sod wall bunkers), move and improve ponds and, in general, to make the course more interesting, more fun and more playable.
The reconstruction was phased over several years to allow the course to be playable throughout the renovation.  Course Superintendent, Don Wagner, oversaw the entire project with construction work by Links Land of Michigan.  Work began in the fall of 2005 and was completed in July 2008.  Each hole has up to four tees to allow players to enjoy the course according to their individual abilities.  Beginners and junior golfers can use the shorter tees (Green Circle and Blue Square tees) while low handicappers can challenge themselves with the longer Double Black Diamond tees.  This improvement has greatly aided in the pace of play.
Phase I began in fall 2005 with construction of new tees, bunkers and fairways on holes number 10 through 15.  A major relocation of tees number13 and 15 and a double tiered fairway on number 3 resulted in dramatic changes.  Phase two began in spring 2006.  This phase included holes 1, 16, 17 and 18.  New tees, bunkers, a new green and other interesting features were added to numbers 1, 17 and 18 in the fall of 2006.  Phase III, starting in spring 2007 saw renovation of holes 2 through 8 with changes to ponds, bunkers, tees and green surrounds.  These holes were completed in fall of 2007.  The final hole, number 9, which interfaces with the new Tamarack Club condominium project at Holiday Valley, was completed in July, 2008.  The resulting Double Black Diamond Course, at 6,504 yards and par 70, has plenty of challenges, surprises and spectacular views of the beautiful hills of Ellicottville.
“We used the elevations of our mountains to our advantage,” said Steven Carney, Holiday Valley’s Master PGA Professional and Director of Summer Programs.  “The redesigned course provides better tees and beautiful views of the surrounding area.  We’ve modernized what we had, and are using the natural aspect of the hillsides to capture a more enjoyable golf experience.  Together with the course-side lodging at the Inn at Holiday Valley and the charming Village of Ellicottville, Holiday Valley presents a well rounded golf vacation location.”
Information on Holiday Valley is available at www.holidayvalley.com or by calling 716-699-2345.  Holiday Valley is located on Route 219 in Ellicottville, New York, just three hours south of Toronto.
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